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B1037 – September 12, 2010 – Doctrine Of Kenosis

I want to start by reinforcing the concept that the worldview or your presuppositions, your presuppositional commit​ment affects the way you interpret, not just Scripture, but all of life. When we see people diverging in their interpretation of Christ so dramatically as we’ve seen the critics, it’s not because the data aren’t clear. The impression is always given that somehow God’s revelation isn’t clear, it doesn’t fit human reason, a whole cafeteria of reasons are given. We have to be careful that we don’t buy into that because underlying it is a competing worldview. The reason there are two worldviews is because there are two conditions of the human heart coming to the data. 


The heart that is unregenerate is at enmity with God and so when “the Light came into the world, men loved darkness rather than light.” There’s the Biblical explanation, “men love darkness rather than light,” and don’t “come to the light lest their deeds be reproved.” It’s not due to some intellectual problem; it’s due to a sin problem.
  The pagan heart has its purpose, ultimately, to try to create a synthetic world that is safe for the sinner; a dream world in which the God of the Bible doesn’t exist. Then there are other hearts that, by the grace of God, are regenerate and so when they approach the Light of the world there’s the opposite response.

We’re going to go on to the first of three doctrines: kenosis, impeccability and infallibility. All three of these doctrines flow out of the Life of the King, just as the doctrine of the hypostatic union flows out of the Virgin Birth of the King. The major passage in Scripture for the kenosis doctrine is Phil 2. Let’s start with the text of Phil 2:5-8, go through the text and then come back to some other verses. 

Phil 2:5-8, is very challenging. It’s one of those passages that you can read quickly, hastily and on the surface, and get a reasonable idea of the big picture. But the moment you begin to scratch a little deeper you realize it’s a challenging passage that gets into some detailed theology. Verse 5, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

Paul drops this right in the middle of a very practical passage. It’s so typical of the apostle, because he does not appeal to us merely to live a certain way. He always gives a deeply doctrinal reason for why we should live a certain way. This has always bothered the critics of the Christian faith, because Christianity refuses to ground itself in mere statements that say do this and don’t do that. The way we should live comes out of an entire worldview underneath. 

In this passage, one of the key verbs is found in verse 7, where it says “He emptied Himself.” The word “empty” is the verb kenoo from which we get kenosis. So the strange word, “kenosis” is just a noun from the Greek verb that means “to empty.” That’s where the word comes from. This is the central passage for this doctrine, although it’s found in other places. 

In the preceding context of Phil 2:1-4 it’s clear that he’s talking about how to meet the trials and pressures of life. He says, “1Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” That’s clearly for every Christian, not just theologians. Then in vv 5-8 he drops this heavy doctrine of kenosis. What’s the implication? That the doctrine of kenosis is for every Christian. This is not just for the halls of debate at the theological seminary. Every Christian should know the doctrine of kenosis because it’s practical for the day to day struggle with the world, flesh and the devil. 

So vv 1-4 are the ethical, how we should live as Christians, but that would all be just do-goodism, moral religion were it not grounded upon the doctrine of vv 5-8. Underlying it all is verse 5, “having this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.” Well, who is Christ Jesus? This gets back to the fact that Jesus Christ is God and man. So our doctrines are all coming together here, they’re all working together. We want to remember that Jesus Christ is God the Creator, and He’s also man, a creature. God is sovereign, man has choice; God has love, man has love; God has omniscience, man has knowledge; God is holy, man has conscience. So we have a correspondence of attributes between the two. The creature is analogous to the Creator, but not identical to the Creator. So we always maintain this Creator-creature distinction. We are made in God’s image, so there are analogies in man’s structure to Him. God has made us to have fellowship with Him. 

In the previous section on the Virgin Birth, the significance of that event was that for the first time the 2nd Person of the Trinity, who is sovereign, righteous, just, loving, omniscient, etc… took upon Himself true humanity at the incarnation. So now we have the two together, the God-man. That’s what makes Jesus Christ absolutely unique. No other religion has their founder being both Creator and creature. Only in Biblical Christianity do we have such a thing as one person who is both Creator and creature at the same time, a vastly challenging and incomprehensible truth, but falling out of this are a number of vital implications. So, having dealt with the fact that He is God and man we move into some implications of the fact of what it means to be both God and man. 

In verse 5, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,” he’s talking about having the mental attitude of the God-man. Yet the God-man is omniscient. So the question then is: how can we have the attitude that is in the God-man? Is the attitude something He has as God or is it something he has as man? In other words, is it a Creator-attitude or a creature-attitude? Obviously, since we are creatures we can’t possess divine attributes, therefore, “have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus” must refer to His creature-attitude, in His humanity. We are to mimic what His humanity evidenced.  Right from the start of kenosis, Jesus Christ becomes the model of the Christian life.  You can begin to see where we’re going with this. He is the Christian life. Jesus Christ successfully lived the Christian life. 

Of course, people are going to object; yea, but He was God, He had it easier. That’s going to be addressed in the Doctrine of Impeccability. We’ll answer that one. It turns out that Jesus Christ actually had it harder than us; therefore Jesus Christ proved that the Christian life works. So any time we listen to some Christian who’s depressed, who says I tried the Christian life, it doesn’t work, blaming God for everything, no they haven’t actually, because Jesus Christ proved that it does work. It worked in His life and if it worked in His life, then it has to be able to work in our lives.  If we fail, it’s our fault, not the mechanics of how it works. That’s one of the implications that we’ll get into. 

Kenosis disproves that the Christian life was something different for Jesus than it is for us. That’s not true. Otherwise Paul in verse 5 would never have said “Have this attitude in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” Verse 5 grounds all that previous exhortation on the hypostatic union. Then it says, to explain, Paul is going to explain what this attitude is. It’s a certain mental attitude that Christ had with which He met all the details of life. “…who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” The participle of verse 8, becoming obedient, reveal the results of the mental attitude, i.e. obedience, submission to the Father’s will and obedience, which then tells us that we are face to face with a doctrine that we’ve studied before which was the doctrine of sanctification. We studied that with the Conquest, King David, King Solomon, we studied that many times in the OT. We said the Aim of Sanctification is to learn loyalty to God.  That’s the target we’re aiming for, not some big experience, not to defeat Satan by exorcising demons, but to learn loyalty to God, to learn obedience. And it’s clear from verse 8 that Jesus Christ reached that goal, because it says “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” In other words all the way to the cross He was obedient all the way through His life and all the way to His death. Notice it says, “becoming obedient.” This might bother you to think that the Lord Jesus Christ had to become obedient. What’s the implication? How can you become obedient if you always were obedient? So the fact that Christ became obedient must mean that obedience has to be tested.

So let’s look at this issue of learning obedience and where it comes from. Let’s go back to Adam and Eve. Let’s suppose, for the sake of argument that Adam and Eve did not sin, did not fall. They are in the Garden, and they are presented with a perfect environment. They are not sinners. God did not create Adam and Eve sinners. Evil came in after the fall. Evil originated after God finished everything by way of creation. So here we have two people and theologians tend to call this state innocence,
 and they call it innocence because they’re trying not to say that they had positive righteousness. The reason is because they hadn’t yet obeyed and produced righteousness. So there they are in the Garden and they are faced with God’s command and if they continued in obedience year after year they would have developed historical righteousness. 

Then comes Jesus Christ into history, He’s virgin birthed so He, like Adam and Eve, is innocent. And He, like Adam and Eve, had to continue in obedience year after year until He learned obedience and developed historical righteousness. Paul clearly in verse 8 is arguing for the experiential sanctification of Jesus Christ. This is interesting because normally we think of sanctification as defeating sin. That’s because after the Fall we live in a sinful world, and in the fallen world we are living in an abnormal world. We tend to think the world we live is normal, we shouldn’t think that. The world after the Fall is not normal, it’s abnormal, the world before the Fall as God originally created it, that’s the normal world. And even in that normal world we still would have had to be sanctified, even without sin and evil around. Experiential sanctification preceded the Fall and the issue of sin. Now it’s just harder because we have sin impeding our progress. 

An example is an agricultural one:  you have an empty field and you want to produce a crop.  If there were no weeds, and if there were no bugs, then it would be a simple case of planting, watering and fertilizing, etc. But because we have sin in nature, that process of planting a crop and bringing it to harvest is stifled because all the weeds and bugs that come in, all the thorns and the thistles that God cursed the ground with. So the herbicides, the pesticides, all the anti-insect and anti-fungicides that you have to put down, those are all to combat sin. Those are to knock out the stiflings to the crop. But even if those weren’t there, you’d still have to grow the crop. 

So be careful in thinking this through when you get into this.  Otherwise you see if you think that sanctification is overcoming sin, what are you going to do about Jesus? How’s He going to be sanctified? He didn’t have any sin to begin with. The very word “sanctified” is used in the epistle of Hebrews. Heb 2:10 is a reference to this process in Jesus’ humanity. “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.” Now here’s an interesting question from the Trinity. Look at verse 10 and which of the three persons of the Trinity is spoken of there? “It was fitting for Him,” the Father, “for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,” now notice what the Father does, “to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.” Who’s “the author of their salvation?” It’s the Lord Jesus Christ. This passage clearly teaches that Jesus had to be sanctified. This qualified Him to be the Savior. So Christ, in His humanity, had to be sanctified and that’s what we read about in the Life of the King. We have the track record of how He did in the Gospels. 

Coming back to Philippians, let’s notice a few other things. We notice that in verses 9, 10, and 11 the result of Him being sanctified is the reward; the eternal state is populated by those who are believers and those believers are rewarded for how well they followed the model of Christ. That applies first of all and primarily to Jesus Christ. Notice that verse 9 begins with a “Therefore.” As a result of the sanctification of Jesus Christ, the Father has “highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,” and if you have a study Bible you notice that the phrase “every knee shall bow” is footnoted, or has a marginal note and it should lead you back to a quotation out of the OT, particularly Isaiah 45. If you went back to that passage, “ever knee should bow,” it is a reference to YHWH God. It’s one of those passages where we said one of the evidences of the deity of Christ is OT references that refer to Yahweh now applied to Christ. Here’s one of them. Isaiah 45 is YHWH, in Phil 2 it is Jesus. 

Notice in verse 10 that Jesus Christ will sit at the helm of the universe. A man will sit at the helm of the universe, but not merely a man, the God-man. Think of all the science-fiction movies you’ve seen or read about.  Isn’t it interesting that the Biblical claim is that the universe is not run by an alien; it’s not run by some extra-terrestrial, it’s not run by an angel, who, by the way, are the real extraterrestrials in Scripture. It’s not run by any of those. It is run by a member of the human race who came to planet earth. And this is a universe-wide claim that Jesus will reign over all, “those who are in heaven,” those are the angelic hosts, elect and fallen, all will bow the knee, “on earth,” those are men, all men, believers and rejecters will bow the knee and “under the earth” even in hell. Jesus will reign over all. This is the tremendously offensive thing about the gospel in that all beings, “every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,” they don’t now but they will be made to. Either men willingly and voluntarily submit through the leading of the Holy Spirit to Him now or they reject and then God breaks their knees and they will bow to the Lord Jesus Christ. There’s no escape from Jesus Christ. There might have been had He flubbed it, but once He developed historical righteousness through obedience all the way to the cross, there’s no escaping it. He is the King of kings.

Going backwards we’ve seen the destiny and the result of His sanctification, let’s go back to verse 5, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.” Now we get into the details of what this doctrine is all about. The problem here is in verses 6, 7 and 8; things are stated about the person of Christ that are very, very difficult to comprehend, ultimately incomprehensible, like the hypostatic union and Trinity. But we try to do as best we can under the teaching of the Holy Spirit through Scripture. Let’s take it apart. Verse 6, “Who, although He existed” that’s a present participle, it means He existed and He continues to exist “in the form of God,” yet He “did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.” The Jehovah’s Witnesses try to say that He was only in the form of God and therefore He was less than God; that’s not verse 6. “In the form of” doesn’t mean appearance, it means He existed with the fullness of the divine attributes. He had all the divine attributes before the incarnation and He had all the divine attributes during and after the incarnation. So verse 6 is saying Jesus Christ existed with full deity, undiminished deity. But the astonishing thing is He “did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.” The noun grasped means “utilized or asserted.” The point of verse 6 being that Jesus Christ is undiminished deity, yet in the incarnation, when the mission called for a denial or restraint of His undiminished deity He didn’t utilize it, He held back the exercise of it. He had it; He just restrained its activity. 

The question is what happened during those thirty five years in which Jesus Christ walked this planet. What happened in Him personally that He could have, had He rejected the Father’s plan for His life, utilized His divine attributes all the time, yet, this verse is saying He didn’t do that. He restrained their use and had we been with Him we would have walked with Him and talked with Him and ate with Him and only on rare occasions would we have seen His divine attributes flash forth. We would have seen a fantastically righteous and holy human being and then from time to time we would see His undiminished deity flash forth suddenly and then retract. John’s Gospel shows this a lot. So learn to watch those moments as you read the Gospels.  Most of the time His undiminished deity is not seen but suddenly and for fleeting moments His undiminished deity flashes forth. Why? Because Jesus Christ, as the 2nd Person of the Trinity, had this mission to carry out and it required not utilizing His undiminished deity all the time. 

Instead, what you would have seen was verse 7: He “emptied Himself, taking the form of a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of men.” There was an emptying that happened when Jesus Christ became incarnate, that’s the word from which we get kenosis. And it’s the nature of this emptying that the church had to struggle with. What does it mean He emptied Himself? Emptied Himself of what? The divine attributes? Is that right? He emptied Himself of something.
 Or maybe He just let go of some of His divine attributes?
 What we’re trying to get at is just what did the 2nd Person of the Trinity empty Himself of? That’s the nature of the question we’re going into. 

The Church, for many centuries, thought this one through, and it wasn’t an easy thing. So let’s look at the biblical data. We want to work with the divine attributes. Let’s take the attribute of omniscience. How do we define that? God knows all things actual and what? Possible. He doesn’t just know what will happen, He knows what would happen if things happened according to another pattern. Now if that’s an attribute of God and Christ is God then how do we deal with something like Isa 50? Isa 50:4-11 is a prophecy of the Messiah. I’ve shown you this before but it’s just so neat we want to look at it again. Verse 4, “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. 5The Lord God has opened My ear; And I was not disobedient Nor did I turn back. 6I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting. 7For the Lord God helps Me, Therefore, I am not disgraced; Therefore, I have set My face like flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed. 8He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case against Me? Let him draw near to Me. 9Behold, the Lord God helps Me; Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them.” We won’t go into all the details of that, but notice, it’s quite clear from verses 6-7 who this is talking about; you don’t have to be a PhD to figure that one out. What we want to look at is that little phrase in verse 4. That tells us an amazing thing about the life of Jesus, that in the morning He was awakened. Who awakened the humanity of Jesus? God the Father. Every morning God the Father woke God the Son and began to teach Him. Now wait a minute, if God is omniscient and Jesus is God what can Jesus Christ learn? Henstenberg, the great student of OT Christology, commented on this text saying, “the figure is taken from a teacher, who, in the morning, before he commences his instruction, summons his pupils to him.” See, it’s a picture that God the Father is the professor and He’s summoning, morning by morning His pupil, Jesus Christ. What does He say? “He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple,” as a student. Isn’t that a neat truth? It gives you a little bit more insight into this enigmatic figure of the Gospels, just what it must have been like to be near Him. Every single morning the Son was awakened by the Father, his brothers probably in bed next to him snoring. And big brother Jesus at the side of the bed receiving instruction from God the Father. In verse 5 the revelation begins, “The Lord God has opened My ear,” you see, opening the ear would not be true if Jesus Christ were relying on His omniscience, would it? Does omniscience ever have to have its ear opened to learn something? Absolutely not! So this passage is talking about the Messiah learning. So it must be talking about what? His undiminished deity or His true humanity? It must be talking about His true humanity. It must be talking about limited human knowledge. 

Now turn to Matt 24:36? What does verse 36 do if Jesus is omniscient? Do you see the problem? Jehovah’s Witnesses love these verses. I always pick on Jehovah’s Witnesses because they’re the most explicit, but all the cults do the same thing. “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.” Now how do you explain if Jesus is God and God is omniscient that Jesus doesn’t know the day or the hour of His own Second Coming? But if Jesus was also true humanity, what does being part of true humanity mean? It means having limited knowledge. And if Jesus has true humanity then Jesus has limited knowledge in His humanity. So Jesus had, in His humanity, limited knowledge. Are the angels creatures? Yes. Do they have limited knowledge? Yes, greater than ours but still limited. So then what does verse 36 say? “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.” If you’ve followed prophecy for the last couple of hundred years you’d think a lot of people knew the day and the hour because they’re always setting dates. When Jerry taught this he pointed out William Miller and his followers the Millerites. Miller set the date of Christ’s coming as Aug 12, 1843, he was so sure they all went out and got on top of a hill and stared into the sky. Obviously He didn’t come and so one of his followers came up with another date, they just keep adjusting the date and each one passes by. We still have people doing this thing. Even in our own circles we have people who like to set dates. Isn’t it interesting they know more than the angels? Maybe verse 36 isn’t in their Bibles or something, but it’s been in mine ever since I can remember. And it says that no creature knows the day or the hour, with all due respects to these people Jesus Christ didn’t know so that means Jesus Christ had limited knowledge, and that means that when He said that He was not exercising His omniscience; it was not manifested here, as the disciples were listening to Him it was like He was an ordinary person, like you and me. No sign whatsoever of any omniscience. 

Mark 5:9 is another typical example. Jesus faces a demon, and this man who has been suffering, a real far-out person, doesn’t mean all people on the funny farm are demon indwelt.  Please note, you can be crazy with some forms of chemical imbalance in the brain; it has nothing to do with demons it just has your body chemistry screwed up. All of us at times have our body chemistry that’s screwed up and we’re grumpy, or we forget, we do all kinds of things. It’s not a sign of demonic [activity].  It’s just a sign of our weakness of our body, the weakness of the flesh. But in this case it was demonic. There are such things as demons and demons can indwell human beings. Mark 5:7, “and crying out with a loud voice, he said, ‘What do I have to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not torment me!’” Now here’s a conversation that’s interesting. Wouldn’t this be cute to watch? Jesus is talking to a demon talking through a person; He carries on a conversation. “8For He had been saying to him, ‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!’” and the spirit didn’t want to come out for various reasons having to do with demonic powers.  When they come out of a body apparently they go into Torment, so they get relief by going inside people. While they’re inside the people they aren’t tormented. So he’s saying to Jesus don’t let me get out of this guy, it’s better for me to be here. But is it better for the guy to be there? No, it’s better for the demon to be there. And Jesus kept saying, by the way, get out of him, get out of him I’m telling you. 9“And he was asking him, ‘What is your name?’” Now why, if Jesus Christ was omniscient does He have to ask the demon for the demon’s name? You can read things like this all over the NT: Jesus asking for information from people. If He was exercising His omniscience He wouldn’t have to ask for information., He would have known the information. So it clearly shows that at these points in His life He is not utilizing His omniscience. He is walking around meeting the details of life in the same way we have to meet them. 

Turn to John 1:48 just so you don’t get the idea that Jesus never showed His omniscience. Here was something that really flipped out the disciples when it happened. John 1:45, Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, ‘We have found Him, of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ 46And Nathanael said to him, ‘Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, ‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!’ 48Nathanael said to him, ‘How do You know me?’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Is that omniscience? Look carefully at verse 48, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Now what does Nathanael do? The next verse, v 49, “Nathanael answered Him, ‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” This is typical of the Apostle John. He likes to show us that it’s when Jesus flashes forth, with that ever so quick manifestation of His deity, people believed and trusted in Him and that in fact.  Trusting in the NT is trusting not just in the humanity of Jesus, but it’s trusting in His deity, recognizing He’s God-man through which we have eternal life.

So there’s a manifestation, Nathanael knew when Jesus said that to him that Big Brother had been watching him, because nobody else knew that he was sitting under a fig tree. There’s this ambiguity in the NT. On the one hand Jesus says sometimes I don’t know anything; other times He asks people for information, and then you get to a passage like this and He tells people their entire autobiography. There’s this dual structure that goes back and forth, back and forth, back and forth in the NT. 

Let’s take another attribute: omnipotence. And turn to Matt 21:18 for a moment. What do we mean by omnipotence? God can do anything compatible with His character. There’s nothing too hard for Him. He doesn’t get worn out. He’s always brimful of energy. So if Jesus is God then what do we do with verse 18? “Now in the morning, when He was returning to the city, He became hungry.” What do you mean Jesus became hungry? God doesn’t get hungry. Why do we get hungry? Because we’re running low on energy. So to re-charge our battery we eat. But God doesn’t have to re-charge His battery; He’s got an everlasting battery, the real one. Yet here Jesus, who is God, needs to re-charge His battery. So is this Jesus’ true humanity or His undiminished deity? It’s His true humanity. 

Turn to Luke 11:20. We’ve said about halfway through each of the Gospels Jesus is rejected by the leadership, that’s the climax, He increases in popularity, He’s rejected at the mid-point and then He decreases in popularity and goes to the cross. Chapter 11 is the mid-point of Luke’s Gospel; it parallels Matt 12 which we usually turn to. In verse 14 of Luke 11, “He was casting out a demon, and it was mute; when the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed.” But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.” So they’re trying to accuse Jesus of being demon possessed. In verse 20 how does Jesus respond? “But if I cast out demons by the finger of God then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” Now was He casting them out by His omnipotence or was He depending upon and relying upon God to do it? He says I cast out demons by the finger of God.” Whom then, did Jesus trust on a day by day basis? He trusted God, who worked in and through His life. What do we do? What should we do? Trust in God to work in and through our life. Is Jesus a model? Yes, He is,  by not using His omnipotence to do all His miracles. Some of them He does, some of them He does not say I do it by the finger of God, some of them He does use His omnipotence. But here we have shown a wonderful case where the kenosis of omnipotence is happening. 

Here’s one that shows both, turn to Luke 8:22. See if you don’t pick up some exciting things about the Lord Jesus in this passage. There’s a complexity to the Lord Jesus we too often fail to appreciate. This is the stuff our hymn books ought to be full of. Instead we have to sing about somebody’s feelings. Look at this stuff, “Now on one of those days Jesus and His disciples got into a boat, and He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they launched out. 23But as they were sailing along He fell asleep;” now what’s this? The Lord Jesus Christ who is undiminished deity just crashed in the back of the boat. He’s exhausted. Deity or humanity? Humanity. Do you ever get exhausted? Can the Lord Jesus identify with you? Goodnight, the guy had 3 ½ years to do His entire life work in. The guy knows what exhaustion is. Let’s see what happens next. “and a fierce gale of wind descended on the lake, and they began to be swamped and to be in danger. 24They came to Jesus and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” Now these are what kind of men? Fishermen. Men that are familiar with being in boats on the lake. If they’re reacting the way they are in verse 25, what does that tell you about the magnitude of this particular storm? It must have been a real ripper. And this guy, Jesus, is lying there asleep? Middle of verse 24, “And He got up, (imagine the scene, He’s wiping the sleep out of His eyes, He standing up and stretching and you stand there and watch him “rebuke the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm.” Then He starts in on a theology class in the next verse, “Where is your faith?” Can you imagine being there watching this man, totally exhausted, He has no strength, He’s totally conked out and then five seconds later He has so much strength that He merely speaks to the wind and the waves and they stop. You wish you could get that kind of rest. Or is that strength coming from His undiminished deity? Do you see both in that text; you see both His true humanity and His undiminished deity. This is one of the rare texts where, if you’ve got eyes to see, on one hand He’s just a man, a normal every day person like you and I, yet on the other hand, holy mackerel, where did that come from. And you can see how the guys in the boat responded to this, they said the same thing “Who is this, that He commands the winds and the water, and they obey Him?” What’s going on?

Let’s draw this together in a conclusion. “Theologians have been concerned, in stating the doctrine of kenosis, not to dilute the divine nature of Christ on one hand,” what’s that protecting? It’s protecting against the heresy of saying Jesus in the incarnation gave up all or some of His divine attributes, because if He did that then Jesus is less than God and then the hypostatic union is denied. So how do you protect that, “yet,” at the same time “give due weight to the restricted use of this divine nature during Christ’s trials on the other hand.” What’s that protecting against? That He operated outside of the will of the Father. He says, “I always do only the things the Father tells me to.” I never do anything He doesn’t tell me to do. I am always obedient. He’s got to, in His earthly life, be sanctified; He’s got to learn obedience.  On the other end there’s some historical righteousness generated. If He fails to do this then we have no righteousness imputed to us in justification. If He cheats and used His omnipotence or His omniscience to make it through the trials then we don’t have a model for sanctification. How can we be told to walk Christ-like if we don’t have the tools of omniscience and omnipotence to walk the walk since He would have an advantage not shared by any other man? 

The question is how to describe what was going on in the incarnation that avoids these two errors. Some have defined kenosis as the giving up of some or all of the divine attributes. Others have defined kenosis as the non-use of divine attributes. The best definition, however, is that kenosis refers to the giving up of independent use of the divine attributes. We’re going to stop right there. What kenosis is all about is Jesus Christ giving up of the independent use of the divine attributes. Therefore, conclusion, what is this emptying? This kenosis? How did Jesus Christ in day to day operations, what was the attitude in Him that resulted in Him either using or not using His divine attributes? It was pleasing His Father; it was doing the Father’s will. As the 2nd Person of the Trinity He was equal to the Father, He had all the attributes, but as the God-man, walking this earth as our Savior, He voluntarily restricted using His attributes in order to fulfill the Father’s plan, whenever the Father wanted Him to use them, it was okay for Him to use them. But He never cheated, He never went outside of the Father’s will, He always submitted to the Father in every way, the same way we are called to do.

Next week we’ll talk more about the implications of kenosis and we’re going to deal with the cardinal virtue of the Christian; the cardinal virtue is humility before God that Phil 2 mentioned.  

� Put academically the problem is primarily ontological. Only secondarily is the problem epistemological. 


� Dr Charles Ryrie called this state “unconfirmed holiness.”


� Gess held to this view called the absolute metamorphic type. 


� Thomasius held to this view called the absolute dualistic type.
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